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Statement of Issue:

The University System of Maryland (USM) began considering
parental leave for faculty and staff. As the flagship campus of the
USM, our University is leading this initiative by crafting policies for
our campus. The University’s ADVANCE Policy Review Committee of
the Office of Faculty Affairs, an initiative stemming from the
ADVANCE grant, has been instrumental in crafting these draft
policies.
Currently, faculty members employed by the University are subject
to a number of different policies concerning parental obligations.
In recent years, the University adopted two family‐friendly policies:
1) a policy that allows for automatic delay of the tenure clock for
the birth or adoption of a child in 2006, and 2) a policy that enables
tenured/tenure‐track faculty to work part‐time for up to two years
in order to care for a child (born, adopted or foster) under the age
of five in 2009. The University also has a Policy on Family Medical
Leave for Faculty (II‐2.31(A)) and the Policy and Procedures
Concerning Adoption Leave for Faculty (II‐2.30(D)). However, the
University currently does not have explicit policies in place to
provide for modified duty or paid parental leave for childbearing or
childrearing.
The Senate Executive Committee charged the FAC on February 22,
2012, with reviewing the draft policies and advising on whether
they were appropriate for our University.
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N/A

Recommendation:

Committee Work:

The FAC recommends that the Senate approve the Proposed
University of Maryland Policy on Faculty Parental Leave and
Modified Duty (Appendix 1) and amend any current University
policies to align with this new policy.
The FAC formed a working group to review the proposed policies
and review peer institution data. The committee reviewed the
working group recommendations and met with representatives of
the Office of Faculty Affairs and the ADVANCE Policy Review
Committee.
The FAC agreed that UMCP should lead the initiative to develop a
parental leave and modified duty policy for faculty within the USM.
They agreed to extend the amount of parental leave from 30 days
to 8 work weeks in order to provide the maximum benefit to both
parents. The Committee endorses the principle that when the
institution employs both faculty parents, EACH of them should be
entitled to use the full amount of parental leave authorized for use
by the institution. The FAC consulted with the University’s Office of
Legal Affairs and crafted a policy that outlines the specifics of these
recommendations. The FAC met on March 27, 2012 and
unanimously approved the proposed policy.
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The Senate could reject the proposed policy and units could
continue to handle these situations on a case‐by‐case basis.
If the Senate does not approve the proposed policy, the University
will lose an opportunity to provide faculty with an additional family‐
friendly policy. This could make it difficult for the University to
recruit and retain top‐faculty.
There may be a cost associated with coverage of instructional
responsibilities for faculty on parental leave.
Senate Approval, Presidential Approval, Chancellor’s Approval
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BACKGROUND:
In fall 2011, the University System of Maryland (USM) began considering parental leave
for faculty and staff. As the flagship campus of the USM, the University of Maryland
College Park (UMCP) is leading this initiative by crafting policies for our campus. The
University’s ADVANCE Policy Review Committee, an initiative stemming from the
University’s ADVANCE grant and the Office of Faculty Affairs, has been instrumental in
crafting these policies. Its work has resulted in two draft policies regarding parental
leave and modified duties for faculty.
The draft policies from the ADVANCE Policy Review Committee proposed 30 workdays
(6 work weeks) of paid parental leave in connection with the birth of the faculty
member’s child or placement of a child younger than 5 years with the faculty member
for adoption or foster care. The draft policy also allowed for an additional period of
modified duty during the semester in which parental leave is taken for teaching faculty
and 30 workdays (6 work weeks) for non-teaching faculty.
In February 2012, the Senate Executive Committee (SEC) charged the Senate Faculty
Affairs Committee (FAC) with reviewing the proposed policies for parental leave and
modified duties for faculty and making recommendations on whether the draft policies
were appropriate. In addition, FAC was asked to consult with the Senate Staff Affairs
Committee to ensure uniformity among policies for faculty and staff.
CURRENT PRACTICE:
Currently, faculty members employed by the University are subject to a number of
different policies concerning parental obligations. In recent years, the University
adopted two family-friendly policies: 1) a policy that allows for automatic delay of the
tenure clock for the birth or adoption of a child in 2006, and 2) a policy that enables
tenured/tenure-track faculty to work part-time for up to two years in order to care for a
child (born, adopted or foster) under the age of five in 2009.
The University currently has a “Policy on Family and Medical Leave for Faculty” (II-2.31
(A)) that applies to all eligible faculty who are covered by the provisions of the USM
BOR Policy II-1.00 on Appointment, Rank and Tenure of Faculty. Under this policy, a
faculty member may be provided with unpaid leave for up to a maximum of 60 work
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days (excluding official university holidays) in a twelve-month period to address certain
family issues and serious health conditions. Included are leave for pregnancy, birth, or
adoption of a child, or for the assumption of new foster care.
The University's Policy and Procedures Concerning Adoption Leave for Faculty (II2.30(D)) allows faculty to use up to 30 days of earned sick leave for the care of an
adopted child, but does not allow such leave to be used in the case of foster care or
legal guardianship. Since it is sick leave, it is paid leave. This leave may be authorized
only for employees with primary responsibility for the care of the adoptee. In the event
that both adoptive parents are University employees, adoptive leave is only available to
one of the parents.
The University currently does not have explicit policies in place to provide for modified
duty or paid parental leave for childbearing or childrearing. Typically, workload
accommodations for such purposes are handled on a case-by-case basis, which may
include use of paid sick leave, annual leave, and personal leave, as well as unpaid
Family and Medical Leave. Some units already provide teaching relief for faculty who
are new parents. Other units make arrangements to cover instructional responsibilities
for new parents. However, many new parents continue with their full responsibilities
immediately following childbirth/adoption. Some faculty members report being reluctant
to request childrearing accommodations because they are apprehensive about having
to negotiate arrangements with their chairs and fear alienating colleagues who may be
asked to take on their teaching responsibilities (Williams, 2005).
COMMITTEE WORK:
The FAC was charged (Appendix 2) by the SEC with reviewing the proposal, “Proposed
Policies for Parental Leave for Faculty” on February 22, 2012, which included both a
proposed UMCP Policy on Faculty Parental Leave and a proposed UMCP Policy on
Modified Duties for New Parents. The SEC asked the FAC to review the proposed
UMCP policies and advise on whether they were appropriate for the University.
The FAC formed a working group to review the proposed policies, data collected by the
Office of Faculty Affairs on peer institutions, and make suggestions to the full
committee. This group recommended that the policies be altered so that they apply
equally to both parents in situations where the University employs them both.
The FAC reviewed the recommendations of the working group. In addition, they met
with representatives of the Office of Faculty Affairs and the ADVANCE Policy Review
Committee on the impact of these new policies on our faculty. The FAC agreed that
UMCP should lead the initiative to develop a parental leave and modified duty policy for
faculty within the USM. They recommended that the two draft policies be combined to
address both parental leave and modified duty for faculty so that they would provide the
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maximum benefit to both parents. This included extending the amount of parental leave
from 30 days to 8 work weeks and enabling faculty to use existing forms of leave
towards parental leave. The Committee endorses the principle that when the institution
employs both faculty parents, EACH of them should be entitled to use the full amount
of parental leave authorized for use by the institution. Not to allow this would
advantage faculty couples in which one member of the couple works at another
institution with a comparable parental leave policy, and unfairly disadvantages faculty
couples that both work at College Park. This result would counter the intent of offering
a family-friendly policy for the purpose of faculty working on this campus. The FAC
consulted with the University’s Office of Legal Affairs and crafted a policy that outlines
the specifics of these recommendations.
RATIONALE:
The proposed policy reflects a growing movement in higher education to offer family
friendly policies as a means of attracting and retaining highly talented faculty members
(University of Michigan Center for the Education of Women, 2008). Recent studies
reveal that many of the best and brightest women from top-ranked doctoral programs
are not applying for academic positions in research universities because they do not
believe they can balance the demands of work and family life (Mason, Goulden &
Frasch, 2009). For example, in one recent study of more than 8,300 doctoral students at
University of California campuses, only 29% of women and 46% of men perceived
academic positions in research institutions to be somewhat or very family friendly.
Among doctoral students who were parents and supported by federal grants (e.g., NSF,
NIH), views about the desirability of careers at research universities were even bleaker--only 16% of women and 35% of men perceived careers at research-intensive
institutions to be family friendly. The study also found that a significant percentage of
doctoral students who sought to pursue academic careers with a research emphasis
when they began their Ph.D. programs later shifted their career goals to positions
outside academe (e.g., business, government, industry). The shift away from interest in
academe was greatest among doctoral women in the sciences, a finding deemed
“particularly troubling given the low numbers of women in doctoral programs in physical
science, technology, engineering, and mathematics” (Mason et al., 2009, p. 2).
Studies using data from the national Survey of Doctorate Recipients (NSF 1995, 1999)
further reveal that for women with Ph.D.s, the combination of marriage and childrearing
dramatically decreases women’s likelihood of entering a tenure-track position (Goulden,
Mason & Wolfinger, 2005). Moreover, for faculty in tenure track positions, men are 20%
more likely to achieve tenure than women. Women who had babies early in their
academic careers were less likely to obtain tenure than those who delayed childrearing.
However, postponing pregnancy and childbirth until the receipt of tenure is biologically
problematic for many women and is likely to become even more so in the future. The

4

average age of obtaining tenure in the sciences and social sciences has increased from
36 in 1985 to more than 39 in 1999. The average age of a Ph.D. recipient has likewise
increased from 31 to 33 in the last two decades. Thus, the challenges of timing faculty
careers and family formation are likely to intensify for future generations of Ph.D.
students.
Women currently comprise more than half of all U.S. Ph.D.s and underrepresented
minorities are an increasing percentage of all doctorates. Surveys indicate that both of
these groups have a strong interest in family accommodations (Cockrell, 2006). An
increasing number of male faculty members are also interested in taking leave to
participate in rearing their young children. Research universities that have adopted
flexible work arrangements are positioning themselves to keep talented faculty, and
particularly women, in the academic pipeline. These institutions also claim to be
preparing themselves for a future hiring-boom, as large numbers of faculty plan to retire
during the next decade.
PEER INSTITUTIONS:
In response to this research, institutions such as the University of California, Berkeley
have taken a leadership role in establishing family accommodation policies for
childbearing and childrearing, declaring them to be “fundamental to an equitable and
productive academic environment” (UC Berkeley, APM-760-0).
Using data compiled by the Office of Faculty Affairs, the FAC reviewed a variety of
faculty leave policies related to childbirth, adoption, or foster care at our peer
institutions. Research universities across the nation have recognized the challenges of
balancing work and family careers. Many have implemented policies that provide more
flexible work arrangements, such as parental leaves or modified duty to accommodate
childbearing and care of young children.
Among the universities that have adopted modified duty and/or parental leave policies
are the University of California campuses, University of Michigan, MIT, Stanford, New
York University, Rutgers, Boston University, University of Texas/Austin, and University
of Kansas. The Center for the Education of Women at the University of Michigan found
that 32% of research universities in their Faculty Worklife Policy Study offered faculty a
paid modified duty option as one component of their family-friendly initiatives (Smith and
Waltman, 2006). Within the University System of Maryland (USM), the University of
Maryland Baltimore County (UMBC) adopted a set of family-leave practices for faculty in
2005, with options similar to those being proposed by the FAC.
Following a thorough examination of parental leave research, the FAC concluded that
the proposed policy is comparable to peer institution policies and will allow our
University to remain competitive in the recruitment and retention of top faculty. The
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proposed policy is also consistent with the American Association of University
Professors’ “Statement of Principles on Family Responsibilities and Academic Work.”
Specifically, the Association encourages institutions to adopt policies providing full-time
faculty members, regardless of their tenure status, with short-term periods of modified
duty at full pay to address family responsibilities.
RECOMMENDATIONS:
The Faculty Affairs Committee recommends that the attached policy, Proposed
University of Maryland Policy on Faculty Parental Leave and Modified Duty (Appendix
1), be approved for the University of Maryland College Park. In addition, current
University leave policies for faculty employees should be amended to align with this new
policy.
APPENDICES
Appendix 1 – Proposed University of Maryland Policy on Faculty Parental Leave and
Modified Duty
Appendix 2 – Proposed Policies for Parental Leave for Faculty Charge from the Senate
Executive Committee, February 22, 2012
Appendix 3 – Proposed UMCP Policy on Faculty Parental Leave (drafted by the
ADVANCE Policy Review Committee)
Appendix 4 – Proposed UMCP Policy on Modified Duties for New Parents (drafted by
the ADVANCE Policy Review Committee)
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APPENDIX 1
Proposed University of Maryland Policy on Faculty Parental Leave and Modified Duty
I.

Eligibility. This policy applies to all full-time and part-time tenured and tenure-track
faculty and non-tenure-track faculty with appointments for at least 50% FTE. To be
eligible for parental leave, a faculty member must have been employed with the
institution for at least six (6) months.

II.

Paid Parental Leave
A. Eligible faculty, male or female, are entitled to receive paid Parental Leave of up
to 8 work weeks in connection with the birth of the faculty member’s child, or the
placement of a child younger than six (6) years of age, with the faculty member
for adoption or foster care, provided that the faculty member will be responsible
for more than 50% of the care of said child during the period of parental leave.
B. No institutional work-related duties are required of the faculty member by the
University while he/she is on paid Parental Leave.
C. Parental leave is available to eligible faculty within the first twelve (12) months
following the birth or placement of a child for adoption or foster care. Use of
paid parental leave does not require the faculty member to submit medical
documentation.
D. Parental leave shall be charged to an individual faculty member’s accrued annual
leave, accrued sick leave or collegial leave, if applicable, where such leave is
available.
E. While parental leave is available to both parents and not just the birth mother, a
birth mother may also be eligible to use accrued sick leave and/or collegial leave
in the event of medically documented complications or illnesses related to
pregnancy, such as severe morning sickness, the need for prenatal care, childbirth
and the recovery from childbirth. Use of accrued sick leave and/or collegial leave
for such purposes shall not diminish the amount of parental leave to which the
parent is entitled.
F. When both parents have faculty status at the institution, each eligible parent shall
be entitled to a separate, individual, period of parental leave of up to 8 work
weeks. The amount of leave for which one parent may be eligible, or the amount
of leave used by one parent, shall not limit the leave amount or the leave usage by
the other parent. Given the requirement that use of parental leave requires the
eligible faculty member to be the primary care giver (more than 50% responsible
for the care of the child) during the period of leave, parents shall only be entitled
to take leave in succession, with the following exception: A parent may take
parental leave concurrently with another parent who is taking accrued sick leave
and/or collegial leave for the reasons outlined in Section II.(E) above.
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III.

Modified Duty
A. Faculty eligible for the benefits of this policy may also request a period of time
during which their institutional work duties are reduced or modified without a
reduction of salary. This period of Modified Duty is not leave, but rather a
temporary reduction in institutional workload without a reduction in pay, intended
to aid the faculty member in adjusting to the demands of parenting a newborn,
adopted, or foster care child under six (6) years of age.
B. Faculty with instructional responsibilities (including tenured, tenure-track, and
non-tenure-track instructors and lecturers) are entitled to a release from classroom
teaching duties and service responsibilities during the semester in which parental
leave is taken. For example, faculty taking parental leave for the initial eight (8)
weeks of an academic semester, may be eligible for modified duty during the
remaining weeks of the semester, i.e., no classroom teaching responsibilities.
1. During the period of modified duty, faculty members with instructional
responsibilities are expected to continue to perform other non-classroom
instructional duties for which they are ordinarily responsible, such as advising
graduate students, as well as to sustain their research/creative activities as
applicable during this period.
2. Instructional faculty utilizing modified duty pursuant to this policy shall not
be required to offset the reduced classroom course load during the period of
modified duty by making up the load in another semester.
C. Faculty without instructional responsibilities are entitled to a period of Modified
Duty of up to six (6) weeks in addition to the eight (8) weeks of paid Parental
Leave, subject to any limits established by contract or grant by the funding agency
responsible for a research faculty member’s salary support. The exact nature and
schedule of the Modified Duty of faculty without instructional responsibilities
shall be defined and approved in consultation with the faculty member’s chair or
unit head.
D. The period of eligibility for Modified Duty will normally extend from 3 months
prior to 12 months following the birth or placement of a child for adoption or
foster care.

IV.

General Rules and Procedures.
A. The combined period of use of Paid Parental Leave and Modified Duty must be
concluded within twelve (12) months of the birth or placement of the child for
adoption or foster care.
B. In the event both eligible parents work at the institution, a period of Modified
Duty is available to both, on a sequential basis, provided the faculty member on
Modified Duty is responsible for more than 50% of the care of the child during
normal working hours during that period. Both parents are expected to coordinate
leave arrangements so that the combined periods of Parental Leave and Modified
Duty are not exceeded.
C. Faculty may apply to use Paid Parental Leave and Modified Duty by notifying
their department/unit head. To minimize hardship on the department/unit, faculty

3

are expected to notify their chair or unit head, and, if applicable, the Dean, at least
two (2) months in advance of the date of expected use. Notice should include the
projected date of birth of the child or the expected date of the child’s placement
through adoption or foster care, as feasible.
D. Paid Parental Leave and Modified Duty are benefits available to eligible faculty
for use in combination, separately, and in either sequence, assuming other
conditions of use are met.
E. A faculty member’s use of either Paid Parental Leave and/or Modified Duty may
not be a negative consideration in any promotion and tenure proceeding.
F. Other policies that may be relevant to faculty pertaining to the birth, adoption or
foster care of a young child are referenced below:
II-2.30(D) UMCP Policy and Procedures Concerning Adoption Leave for Faculty
http://www.president.umd.edu/policies/ii230d.html
II-2.31(A) University of Maryland Policy on Family and Medical Leave for
Faculty http://www.president.umd.edu/policies/ii231a.html
II-1.00(D) University of Maryland Policy on Extension of Time for Tenure Review
Due to Personal and Professional Circumstances
http://www.president.umd.edu/policies/ii100d.html
II-1.10(A) University of Maryland Policy for Part-Time Status of Tenured and
Tenure-Track Faculty Due to Childrearing Responsibilities
http://www.president.umd.edu/policies/ii110a.html
II-2.30 Policy on Accident Leave and Creditable and Non-Creditable Sick Leave for
Faculty Members
http://www.usmh.usmd.edu/regents/bylaws/SectionII/II230.html
II-2.30(A) University of Maryland Policy and Procedures for Non-Creditable Sick
Leave for Faculty Members
http://www.president.umd.edu/policies/ii230a.html
II-2.20(A) UMCP Guidelines and Procedures for Faculty Leave of Absence Without
Pay
http://www.president.umd.edu/policies/ii220a.html
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The Senate Executive Committee (SEC) requests that the Faculty Affairs Committee
review the attached draft policies for parental leave and modified duties for faculty and
make recommendations on whether the draft policies are appropriate.
The University System of Maryland has been considering parental leave for faculty and
staff. As the flagship campus of the USM, our University is leading the initiative by
crafting policies for our campus. The University’s Policy Review Committee of the Office
of Faculty Affairs, an initiative stemming from the ADVANCE grant, has been
instrumental in crafting these draft policies. The attached proposed policies address paid
parental leave and modified duties for faculty. The SEC requests that the Faculty Affairs
Committee review the proposed new policies to determine whether they are appropriate.
Specifically, we ask that you:
1. Review similar policies for parental leave at our peer institutions.
2. Consult with the University’s Office of Faculty Affairs and the University’s ADVANCE
Policy Review Committee on the impact of these new policies on our faculty.
3. Consult with the Senate’s Staff Affairs Committee to ensure uniformity amongst
policies for faculty and staff.
4. Review whether the proposed new policies align with the USM Policy.
5. Review whether additional UMCP policies must be amended to accommodate the
new policies.
6. Consult with the University’s Office of Legal Affairs.
	
  

	
  

7. If appropriate, recommend whether the proposed policies should be revised.
We ask that you submit your report and recommendations to the Senate Office no later
than March 30, 2012. If you have questions or need assistance, please contact Reka
Montfort in the Senate Office, extension 5-5804.
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Appendix 3 - Proposed UMCP Policy on Faculty Parental Leave
(drafted by the ADVANCE Policy Review Committee)
DRAFT	
  Feb	
  9,	
  2012	
  
	
  

Proposed UMCP Policy on Faculty Parental Leave
This policy applies to both full-time and part-time tenured and tenure-track faculty and nontenure track faculty with appointments for at least 50% FTE and a minimum term of 6 months.
To be eligible for parental leave, a faculty member must have been employed with the institution
for at least 6 months.
Paid Parental Leave
Eligible faculty are entitled to receive paid Parental Leave of up to 30 workdays (6 work weeks)
in connection with the birth of the faculty member’s child or placement of a child younger than
age 5 with the faculty member for adoption or foster care. Parental leave is available to eligible
faculty within the first twelve (12) months following the birth or placement of a child for
adoption or foster care. No institutional work-related duties are required of the faculty member
by the University while he/she is on paid Parental Leave.
Parental leave is available to both male and female faculty parents. A birth mother also may be
eligible to use creditable or non-creditable sick leave in the event of medically documented
complications or illnesses related to pregnancy, such as severe morning sickness, the need for
prenatal care, childbirth and the recovery from childbirth. Use of creditable or non-creditable
sick leave shall not diminish the amount of parental leave to which the faculty parent is entitled.
Use of parental leave does not require the faculty member to submit medical documentation.
When both parents have faculty status at the institution, each one shall be entitled to a separate,
individual, maximum period of parental leave. The amount of leave for which one parent may
be eligible, or the amount of leave used by one parent shall not limit or enhance the leave amount
or the leave usage of the other parent. Parents shall be entitled to take leave in succession or
simultaneously as long as simultaneous leaves do not substantially disrupt the academic program
or unit of which the faculty members are a part.
In order to take advantage of this policy, the faculty member must notify their chair or unit head,
and, if applicable, the Dean at least two months in advance of the date of expected use. Notice
should include the projected date of birth of the child or the expected date of the child’s
placement through adoption or foster care.
In the event both eligible parents work at the institution, a period of paid Parental Leave is
available to both, on a sequential basis, provided the faculty member on Parental Leave is
responsible for more than 50% of the care of the child during normal working hours during that
period. Both parents are expected to coordinate leave arrangements so that the combined periods
of Parental leave and Modified Duties are not exceeded.
Other policies that may be relevant to faculty pertaining to the birth or adoption of a young child
are referenced below:
II-2.30(D) UMCP Policy and Procedures Concerning Adoption Leave for Faculty
http://www.president.umd.edu/policies/ii230d.html
Page	
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II-2.31(A) University of Maryland Policy on Family and Medical Leave for Faculty
http://www.president.umd.edu/policies/ii231a.html
II-1.00(D) University of Maryland Policy on Extension of Time for Tenure Review Due to
Personal and Professional Circumstances 	
  
http://www.president.umd.edu/policies/ii100d.html	
  
II-1.10(A) University of Maryland Policy for Part-Time Status of Tenured and TenureTrack Faculty Due to Childrearing Responsibilities	
  
http://www.president.umd.edu/policies/ii110a.html	
  
II-2.30- Policy on Accident Leave and Creditable and Non-Creditable Sick Leave for
Faculty Members
http://www.usmh.usmd.edu/regents/bylaws/SectionII/II230.html
II-2.30(A) University of Maryland Policy and Procedures for Non-Creditable Sick Leave
for Faculty Members	
  
http://www.president.umd.edu/policies/ii230a.html	
  
II-2.20(A) UMCP Guidelines and Procedures for Faculty Leave of Absence Without Pay
http://www.president.umd.edu/policies/ii220a.html
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Appendix 4 - Proposed UMCP Policy on Modified Duties for New Parents
(drafted by the ADVANCE Policy Review Committee)
DRAFT	
  Feb	
  9,	
  2012	
  
	
  

Proposed UMCP Policy on Modified Duties for New Parents
This policy applies to both full-time and part-time tenured and tenure-track faculty and nontenure track faculty with appointments for at least 50% FTE and a minimum term of 6 months.
To be eligible for parental leave, a faculty member must have been employed with the institution
for at least 6 months.
Modified Duties
In addition to paid Parental Leave, eligible faculty parents may request an additional periodic of
time during which her/his institutional work duties are reduced or modified without a reduction
of salary. A faculty parent is eligible if she/he will be providing more than 50% of the care of the
infant or young child during normal institutional working hours during this period. This period of
Modified Duties is not leave, but rather a temporary reduction in institutional workload without a
reduction in pay, intended to aid the faculty member in adjusting to the demands of parenting a
newborn, adopted, or foster care child under the age of five.
Faculty members with instructional responsibilities (including tenured, tenure-track, and nontenure-track instructors and lecturers) are entitled to a release from classroom teaching duties and
service responsibilities for up to one (1) semester. Faculty members with instructional
responsibilities are expected to continue to perform other non-classroom instructional duties for
which they are ordinarily responsible, such as advising graduate students, as well as to sustain
their research/creative activities as applicable during this period. Instructional faculty utilizing
modified duty pursuant to this policy shall not be required to make up the reduced classroom
teaching load in another semester to offset the reduced classroom course load during the period
of modified duties.
Faculty without instructional responsibilities are entitled to a period of Modified Duties of up to
30 work days (6 weeks) in addition to the six (6) weeks of paid Parental Leave, subject to any
limits established by contract or grant by the funding agency responsible for a research faculty
member’s salary support. The exact nature and schedule of the Modified Duties of faculty
without instructional responsibilities shall be defined and approved in consultation with the
faculty member’s chair or unit head.
The period of eligibility for Modified Duties will normally extend from 3 months prior to 12
months following the birth or placement of a child for adoption. The combined period of
Parental leave and Modified Duties must be concluded within 12 months of the birth or
placement of the child for adoption.
In the event both eligible parents work at the institution, a period of Modified Duties is available
to both, on a sequential basis, provided the faculty member on Modified Duties is responsible for
more than 50% of the care of the child during normal working hours during that period. Both
parents are expected to coordinate leave arrangements so that the combined periods of Parental
leave and Modified Duties are not exceeded.
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Other policies that may be relevant to faculty pertaining to the birth or adoption of a young child
are referenced below:
II-2.30(D) UMCP Policy and Procedures Concerning Adoption Leave for Faculty
http://www.president.umd.edu/policies/ii230d.html
II-2.31(A) University of Maryland Policy on Family and Medical Leave for Faculty
http://www.president.umd.edu/policies/ii231a.html
II-1.00(D) University of Maryland Policy on Extension of Time for Tenure Review Due to
Personal and Professional Circumstances 	
  
http://www.president.umd.edu/policies/ii100d.html	
  
II-1.10(A) University of Maryland Policy for Part-Time Status of Tenured and TenureTrack Faculty Due to Childrearing Responsibilities	
  
http://www.president.umd.edu/policies/ii110a.html	
  
II-2.30- Policy on Accident Leave and Creditable and Non-Creditable Sick Leave for
Faculty Members
http://www.usmh.usmd.edu/regents/bylaws/SectionII/II230.html
II-2.30(A) University of Maryland Policy and Procedures for Non-Creditable Sick Leave
for Faculty Members	
  
http://www.president.umd.edu/policies/ii230a.html	
  
II-2.20(A) UMCP Guidelines and Procedures for Faculty Leave of Absence Without Pay
http://www.president.umd.edu/policies/ii220a.html
	
  

Page	
  2	
  of	
  2	
  
	
  

